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together with the economic and social conditions on which it was based, were to
be found in pre-Carolingian times. Service in the house of a noble, and especially
the king's service, caused the liberti to rise in the world ; it also gave them a share
in the service of the state and in this way they became the ancestors of German
officialdom.1 This can be seen not only in the legal offices of count and sakebaro,
but also in the administration of finance and of the domains. Merovingian sources
show that not only the office of cvLicidarius but also most other episcopal appoint-
ments were filled by freedmen.2 Finally, in military service the freedmen and lid
were a continual source of supply for troops, for we find them among the puert
regisy the antrusdoni, and the bucellariLz
In the same way the freedmen and the half-free became increasingly important
among the Lombards in Italy, for the gasindi^ who were entrusted with public
office, were largely composed of these.4 The economic equipment of these semi-
free and freed men with land, alone made possible their advancement Tacitus
tells us of various German army-leaders and kings who kept round them crowds
of freedmen and proteges (clientes).5 In one passage he states that these men had
settled on land in Pannonia.6 In Merovingian times, moreover, the leudes and
gasindi, the vassals, received land from their lords; the lords here had a direct
motive for bettering their vassals* position; they did so not merely to reward
them for their service, but to render them economically capable of performing it.7
Nor were these officials, with their closer connection with their lord, alone
in managing to improve their economic status by obtaining a beneficium; the
economic position of other freedmen also changed for the better. Too much has
been made of Tacitus' remark that these liberti did not rank much above the unfree
and were of little importance.8 Tacitus, a Roman of senatorial rank, naturally
gained this impression, owing to the great social and political importance of the
freedmen of his time in Rome. He tells us in another passage that almost all the
families of senatorial rank at that time were descended from freedmen.9 These were
eligible for all offices and actually held them. In contrast with these the great body
of German lid in the peasant occupations must have appeared very humble. He
especially emphasizes the fact that German freedmen were not considered of equal
rank with the free.10 He expressly excepts, however, those states which were ruled
by kings.
The economic importance of freeedmen is quite a different proposition. In
this connection we must remember the laeti, bands of Germans, who, from the end
of the third century, were settled by the Roman Emperors on public lands in
Gaul. They were given estates, terrae laedcae, in return for performing military
service.11 Though they were not free to move, their status was hereditary, they
were farily independent, had a co-operative constitution, and seem to have lived
according to their native laws.12 In a consdtudo of the Emperor Honorius (399)
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